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The American Book Company has recently issued some espe- 
cially attractive text-books for school and college : Contes de 
France, by Albert A. Meras and Suzanne Roth, will prove an 
excellent book for beginners, containing stories "in which French 
thought, character, and ideals have been simply and clearly por- 
trayed." Designed not only to acquaint the student with the 
French language but to also "instill an interest in and love for 
France, from the very beginning," the book includes brief notes 
on the historical and traditional backgrounds of each story. The 
illustrations are very attractive. Modern French Stories, edited 
with notes, exercises, and vocabulary, by Joel Hathaway, con- 
tains selections from the best living writers, such as Jean 
Rameau, Jules Claretie, Rene Bazin, etc., so as to give an idea of 
present-day literary French. The selections are well made and 
interesting. For intermediate reading in high school or college, 
an edition of Gil Bias has been prepared by Victor E. Francois 
and Jacob Greenberg. The story has been abridged and edited 
with material for conversation and free composition and with full 
vocabulary. The illustrations by O. F. Howard add no little to 
the narrative. Following the plan of his First French Book, 
James H. Worman has just issued a New First Spanish Book, 
after the natural or direct method, intended for schools and for 
self-instruction. Linguistic instruction is based on a direct 
appeal to pictorial illustration of the objects mentioned, and 
formal grammar is subordinated to conversation and reading. 
A First Spanish Reader, by Erwin Roessler and Alfred Remy, 
contains a great variety of short selections illustrating various 
types of Spanish life and character both in Spain and in Central 
and South America. A few short poems and some Spanish 
hymns, with music, are included at the end of the book. Das 
Peterle von Nilrnberg, von Viktor Bluthgen, edited with intro- 
duction, notes, exercises, vocabulary, and a list of idioms, by 
Frederick James Menger, with illustrations by Charles F. Arcieri, 
is a charming, sentimental tale by a modern German writer, who 
celebrated his seventieth birthday two years ago. Burg Neideck, 
a novelle by another modern German writer, Wilhelm Heinrich 
Riehl, is edited with introduction, notes, and vocabulary, by 
Garret W. Thompson. "Aside from the natural interest of the 



126 The Sewanee Review 

plot and the aimable character of the schoolmaster, in whom 
Riehl has erected a 'living' monument to the archivist of Reichen- 
berg castle, the novel has intrinsic value as the exponent of his 
theories of novelistic structure and the importance of Kultur- 
geschichtlich content." Immensee, von Theodore Storm, edited 
with notes, exercises, and vocabulary by Louis H. Dirks. Amer- 
ica First, by Jasper E. McBrien, contains addresses and poems 
on patriotic subjects and seeks "to furnish the teachers and 
pupils of our country materials with which the idea of true Amer- 
icanism maybe developed until 'America first' shall become 
the slogan of every man, woman, and child in the United States." 
On the whole the selections are good and the book should serve 
its purpose well. Charles Redvvay Dyer's Elementary Economic 
Geography is designed to meet a growing demand in the schools 
for a practical text-book dealing with commerce and industry. 
The book contains more than a hundred pictures to illustrate the 
text and to present a series of graphic pictures of economic life 
in many phases. The text has been made sufficiently elemen- 
tary for grades seven to nine. It is a thoroughly practical, inter- 
esting school book. Geology, Physical and Historical, by Herdma 
Fitzgerald Cleland, Professor of Geology in Williams College, 
presents an outline of the essentials of modern geology for 
advanced college classes. "In the section on physical geology 
the human relation has been emphasized whenever possible, 
while in the historical section the history of life from the evolu- 
tionist's point of view has been taken up in broad outline." The 
text is illustrated by many photographs and block diagrams. 
Robbins's New Solid Geometry, by Edward Rutledge Robbins, is 
"designed, under good instruction, to develop a clear concep- 
tion of the geometric idea, and to produce at the end of the 
course a rational individual and a friend of this particular 

science The original exercises are distinguished by 

their abundance, and their practical bearing upon the affairs of 
life, their careful gradation and classification, and their inde- 
pendence The attractive open page will appeal alike to 

pupils and teachers." Practical English for High Schools, by 
Lewis and Hosic, and Business English, by Hotchkiss and Drew, 
are both practical working manuals intended to develop in the 
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student the "power of effective communication of ideas in such 
situations as appear in ordinary life." Wiswell's How to Use 
Reference Books is an inexpensive book, practical, suggestive, 
helpful, which ought to find a place in school and college. 
Christopher Marlowe, edited with introduction and notes, by 
William Lyon Phelps, in the series of Masterpieces of the English 
Drama under the general editorship of Felix E. Schelling, con- 
tains Tamburlaine (both parts), Doctor Faustus, The Jew of 
Malta, and Edward the Second. 



Other books, some of which will receive fuller notice in a 
subsequent issue, have been received as follows : The Rhythm of 
Prose, by William Morrison Patterson (Columbia University 
Press) ; Law and Love, and Other Poems, by E. J. V. Huiginn 
(Richard G. Badger) ; The Days of the Swamp Angel, by Mary 
Hall Leonard (Neale Publishing Company) ; In the Garden of 
Delight, by L. H. Hammond (Thomas Y. Crowell) ; The Obser- 
vations of Professor Maturin, by Clyde Furst (Columbia Univer- 
sity Press); Sunrise, and Other Poems, by Fannie E. S. Heck 
(Fleming H. Revell) ; The Wings of Song, by Harold Hersey (The 
Library Press, Washington, D. C); Of Reformation Touching 
Church Discipline in England, by John Milton, edited by Will 
Taliaferro Hale (Yale University Press) ; Joseph Ritson, A Critical 
Biography, by Henry Alfred Burd, Studies in Milton Tradition, by 
John Walter Good, Illustrations from Medieval Romance on Tiles 
from Chertsey Abbey, by Roger Sherman Loomis, Thomas Warton, 
A Biographical and Critical Study, by Clarissa Rinaker (all from 
the University of Illinois Studies in Language and Literature) ; 
Elizabethan Translations from the Italian, by Mary Augusta 
Scott, the Vassar Semi-Centennial Series (Houghton Mifflin 
Company.) 

The first number of the Theatre Arts Magazine, an illustrated 
quarterly published at Detroit in November, February, May, and 
August, has just been issued from the University Press of Sewa- 
nee, Tennessee, under the editorship of Mr. Sheldon Cheney. 
Its purpose is "to help conserve and develop creative impulse in 



